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The sharks are in the lagoon. The reefs are bustling with fish. Team Misool is
back and ready to welcome adventurers, nature nerds, thalassophiles, dear
family and new friends.

Today marks the beginning of our nineteenth season at Misool Resort.

As our first guests arrive, we’re ready for another season of creating
extraordinary memories. Behind every moment is an interconnected ecosystem
and a community of people working to protect it.

If you are visiting us this season, next season, or are remembering your stay
at Misool with fondness, read on for updates from Batbitim Island.

Misool: An Interconnected Ecosystem

Misool is a collection of singularly beautiful islands and spectacular dive sites,
but it’s so much more than that. There is a bigger story here about how these
habitats connect and why it matters.

The South Raja Ampat region is an exceptionally interconnected ecosystem,
where forests, rivers, mangroves, beaches, lagoons, coral reefs and open
ocean are closely linked.

Rivers flow from the forested interior into intact mangroves. Mangroves provide
important nursery habitat for young fish and invertebrates, while shallow reefs
connect to deeper reef systems, pinnacles and seamounts. To the south,
Misool's reef systems meet the more than 1,000-metre-deep Ceram Trough.
Ocean currents then carry coral larvae and other marine life westwards through
the wider Coral Triangle.

You can move from a forest ecosystem to a mangrove, from a mangrove to a
shallow reef, and from there into deep ocean habitats, all within the same
wider ecological system.

This connectivity is part of what makes Misool so extraordinary and why the
conservation stakes are so high.

Misool’s Big Five

Our waters are famous for corals, sharks and manta rays, but on Batbitim
Island a band of indomitable terrestrial creatures reign supreme.

Why go on safari when you can experience Misool’s Big Five? No long lens
necessary.

An accomplished swimmer and climber, these monitors mostly accept our
presence on their island. You may see them sunning themselves on rocks and
boardwalks as you make your way around the island. They are opportunistic
feeders and won’t turn up their noses at a compost bin.

The world’s largest land-dwelling arthropod, coconut crabs are perfectly
adapted to island life. Primarily nocturnal, look for them foraging for food after
dark. Adult coconut crabs have no known predators apart from other coconut
crabs and humans, and they are a rare sight on islands with a human
population. Coconut crabs are protected by Indonesian law and listed as
‘vulnerable’ by the IUCN. 

With its striking green colour and formidable raptorial forelegs, this kooky bug
is hard to miss, once you spot it, that is. Praying mantises are the only
invertebrates known to see in 3D.

Masters of camouflage, you will need a determined eye and an extra helping of
patience to spot a stick insect. Keep your peepers peeled as you wander
around the island, you might just find one hiding in plain sight. 

Fruit bats are large, nocturnal mammals. They are the largest of all the bat
species with a wingspan of up to 1.5 metres and weight of up to 1.45 kilos.
During the daytime they can be found hanging in the tree canopy and at
sundown they leave the roost to look for food. You may see them, hear them
and find the discarded fruit seeds from their nightly meals.

Spotlight on the Reef Restoration Experience

What if your next dive or snorkel could help restore nature?

Misool’s Reef Restoration Project began in 2013, rebuilding coral flats that had
been devastated by dynamite fishing before the establishment of the Misool
Marine Reserve.

Today, our coral farmers use a technique called coral transplantation. Living
coral fragments are attached to structures placed across areas of broken reef.
The fragments are cleaned and monitored, giving them the best possible
chance of survival. Over time, they grow into new reef habitat for fish, corals
and countless other marine creatures.

As a guest, you can join the Reef Restoration team for a hands-on experience.
You’ll help select suitable coral fragments and learn how to attach them to the
frames. And, on a future visit, you can return to see how your patch of reef has
grown.

2 hours | Minimum 2 people | Snorkel, or PADI Open Water or
equivalent | Medium fitness

The Reef you Explored Today will be Protected
Tomorrow

Every time you visit Misool, you become part of its story.

In 2017, we launched a Guest Match Initiative to turn every guest visit into a
gift to Misool Foundation.

It started with Misool Resort donating $50 per guest, then $100 and now we
are going further, thanks to a generous private donor.

This season, we will make a combined gift of $150 to Misool Foundation for
every guest who visits.

Once again, we're encouraging our guests to match it.

If every guest contributed $150, together we could raise $300,000 by the end
of our season in June 2027. That’s enough to fund one full year of patrols by
the Misool Rangers.

Those patrols are at the heart of protecting Misool's reefs and marine life from
illegal fishing.

The reef you experience today exists because people committed to protect it.

Will you help protect its future?

Misool Foundation receives 100% of your donation.

Island Updates

During our annual off-season, Misool Resort closes to guests. However, Team
Misool never stops.

From professional development to new boats, renewable energy and
improvements across the resort, our team has been making sure your visit will
be magnificent.

Growth from within
95% of our full-time island-based staff have returned for our new season and
we couldn't be happier.  

We find much joy in seeing our team grow and develop. Here are a few of the
people taking on new challenges this season.

Mega, our Dive Centre Manager, travelled to Nusa Lembongan to complete her
Instructor Development Course. She returns this season as a PADI Open Water
Scuba Instructor, ready to bring her new expertise to our Activities team.

Suprian, our Head of Housekeeping, travelled to Cempadak Island in Bintan
this off-season to train alongside a Housekeeping Manager through our staff
development partnership.

Mario, our Senior Groundskeeper, undertook a 12-day training programme in
Makassar to become our newest Occupational Health & Safety Officer.

Carlo, our Assistant General Manager, completed a refresh of the Scubapro
Technician Level 1 & 2 certifications and completed specialist dive medicine
training through the Diver Alert Network (DAN).

Two new boats. More energy storage. Less LPG.

Two custom-built boats, Onde Onde and Ting Ting Jahe, join our fleet this
season. In keeping with our commitment to honour and uphold under-
appreciated Indonesian snacks, these boats will join the activities and dive fleet
alongside our newly launched expedition boat, Wingko Babat.

Meanwhile, 50 lithium-ion batteries will come online at the end of this month,
adding 350 kWh of storage to Misool’s photovoltaic energy storage system.

And, as part of our ongoing move away from LPG, the last two villas still using
gas for hot water (Villa Utara A and B) have now been fitted with solar water-
heating systems.

Ready for the new season

Across the resort, the off-season has also brought new roofs, floors and
terraces for some of the villas. In the staff accommodation laundry facilities
and staff accommodation both got an upgrade.

News: Misool Sharks on the BBC

Remember last season, when the blacktip sharks were literally throwing
themselves onto the North Lagoon beach while hunting?

They’ve made a guest appearance on the BBC Wildlife website.
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