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West Papua declared conservation province

Ketut Sarjana Putra

==t Papua Governor Abe-
ham Oeravianies  Aturur
\II.":I."'I e 1.']'!,'|1 il I'|,|r Il'ﬂ_- HES
eenading Oct. 1% Manok-
warl declararian, Flanked by heads
ol thie 12 Wess Papuan regions, hie de-
clarsd the provinee Indonesia’s first
il Yeoreserention pmil‘ﬂ,‘ﬂ‘-.

Levchodmgg s, hes b st forch a bhold
pathwoy for sustainable develap.
ment that respects both the aspirn-
tions of Papuan communities and
the global significance of Papua’s
bsdiversity,

Even 1w Indonesian standards,
the province of West Mapua 1 wn-
usually Begsed with abundant and
unigue namneral pesoiroes.

Abmost falf of Indonesias biodi-
versity it contained within the oo
Papuan  provinces. Papoan  reefs

contain 75 percent of the workds
eoral diversiny its forests and consts
are vich in climate-stabilising car-
bean and untold biological resources
hve ver to be dacovered.

The  praditional  wizsdoms  amd
practices of Papaan conmuminies
have kept these systems in balance
for generations,

Bt rapid dovelopment threatens
to undermine West Papuan's notura|
wealth, If cwrrent practices con-
tinue, vast amounts of forest will be
comverted o oil palm plantaticns.
Comstal-rich  mungroves and  pro-
ductive coral reefs are at risk from
unplanned  apstream  landscapies
and constal devilapment.

At the henrt of Governor Anirur
vision of a conservation provinee is
the desire 1o balance o nities
apd o mitigate the risks of devel-
oprment. The conservation provinoe
poticy will establish three natural

threshidds thar need o be protected,

These are:-forests and their car-
bon resources, vital Fsh water
systems and productive coasesl and
Maringe nrens,

These arcas: have beem lsted for
prratection 0 that they can coiitinue
1] FHJ'\-'LL‘IJ: for the |'|1.|:|:||;3|I i'lui'.ul_]-
tions that they support, The other
eritical factor is the ability: of gov-
ermments: o apply the best mailable
seience fo minimice “non-monage-
able risks™ while secuping sustain-
able production systems.

Through Regional Government
Law Na, 23,2004, the govermment
determines. which  proviness will
play o prenter rode in natureal re-
SCHITCL JOVETTIANCE.

West Papuaa's méw podicy prinddos
an example of how thet national
policy can be integroted at every
level, from the district o the
provincial and magonal levels, in o

Ll

holistic way to ensuce that all of na-
e iz conserved.

We ut Comservation  Interna-
tiomal belivve that the conservation
provines approsch coubd be apphied
throughout [ndosesia oo address
fand degradation and hadiversity
loss i aaddition 1o the Incal and glob-
al ehallenges of climate change,

The conservation provinee sees i
new high standard or paradigm o
deal with development, This 4 in-
sparutional ond very much needed
for o natural resource-based archi-
pelagic country such as Indonesia,

In  his  declaration,  Governor
Awruri noted the importance of
Pagmia's resources o fuiture gen-
erntions. Securing traditional prac-
tices and involving local peaple in
management will help o translae
nagures wialth into much-nesded
community prosperity,

The key challenge is how 1o

reconcile  the  businesz-as-ugual
development  agenda with  con-
servation priwinee principles and
translvte this réladonship inw of-
fiewrive action.

Such a challenge will ivolve
wigirkingg ont b to set bold conser-
wition arkd greengrovweh tangets that
miake sure that most stakehobders
are on the same page wnd support
thie plans, and in 5o doing, eventu-
ally comribute 1o the ever-arching
prisvinecial goals,

This  will  require  visionary
leaders and good governance, in-
cluding srong  law  enforcement
mchanisms.

For exampie, how should we deal
with iggucs of mappropriste land-
tse ar concossions for certain aroas
tharserve weritical function for eco-
logieal sorvices?

And how gan investors support
thic conservation provinge policies

China should be concerned about The Hague Tribunal

Edsel Tupaz and Daniel Wagner

m R 29, o g unaniinouns de-
ﬁl‘r.‘ii-l:i. rhie Permuanent Court
of Arbitration at The Hagee
sl its First, preliminary miling
comcernbng whether the Tribanal
had “lrisildenon” over the lssucs
raised by the Philippines against
China's so-called “nine-dash line™ in
thie Sauth o ‘iz Sen.
The Tribumal held thar in about
hall of the Phitippines' 15 claims,

jing that The Hogue court will
evenmually be deciding againse Chi-
mesE INTEresEs,

Lass week, Beijing's vice foreign
munister aired similar concerns
Many ohscrvers st this as o per
fiect test case for a rules-hassd ap
prodch to monuging feiure regional
conflict.

It may wioll also set the stage for
reigning in China's "unigue” inter-
pretation of international mantime
lowi, which ignores nearly univer-
sally. held comcepts of terrirorial
houmdaries,  Exclusive  Economic

e other bodies of water, as if they
w2 natural extension of Ching’s
land mass,

Surrounding littoral seates would
thereafier be forced 1o PUITSL [ -
val arms race as the next best op
tion under gancepts of selfhelp

Japan did juse that,
i September.  with
0 reinterpretation  of
the poantry'y et
COMETIMATION [0 Pemmve .
limitations  on over-
A combat,

Thie Japanise Seli

The Tribunal’s
preliminary award
on jurisdiction
.'|m{ admissibility
chowild nrove to he

that o portion of thoss issues (-
tiimie entitlement Bswes only) can be
subject w a compulsory ruling un-
der the UN Convertion of the Law
an thie Sea (UNCLOS),

This will mean that UNCLOS, a
regime which is referred to as the
“copstiturion
of the seas ond
oceans”, will
shape and in-
farm iveater
regronal dipho
At GuEstinne

which happen

berwesen iv and other countries i
nther sems

This is particulariy the case with
Japan reganding dispuics over the
Senkuku/Diztyn slands, as well as
whether Ching can procesd with
the eonstructen of offshare gas
phattorms in the East Chino Sea

Singe the ruling China has
made po change inits posture that
the South Ching Sea is part of iy
terrory.

It seems clear, however, tha
Batjing fuliy understands the poten-
tial Impnet of intermstional fribuals

by developing husincsses thar re-
spect the e vahie of nomre and
the cultuwre ofn given area?

When this conservation province
approach = applicd o all privinees
il i focused on building upon the
strength and the uniyueness of each
provinee, Indomsis will emenge a5
o center of exccllince in translaring
and fulfilling elobal sustainable de-
velopument poals.

L':lnh:l“_l,'l pl.'np];- ane |1q_'|,:|;|-|1'|ing
e and more iwane that our so-
cieties need nature 1o thirive, This
desire has been loudly heard b mil-
lioas of ndonesisns and this decls
ration by the governor is wisnd mark
move by West Fapua oo recognize
thig-value of nature ro peaple,

The writer is vice president of
Congervation Feternitonad fndome-
sint. T viciws expressed are his own

tréaties to which it belones, such as
UNCLOS.

It Jooks incressingly Bkely that
Ching will lase in The |r|t|.;|,|a_- next
viar. I s, it @5 fair 1o ask whether
H-L'ijl':llg will rise 1o the oecasion and
bea gmcr.-lill lase o retrabn obstd-
nate in the fice of overwhehminge
oppusition to ik acticns i1 the South
China Sen

Chinas maricimie  dispuces in
Asiun waters will ubtimagely prive
to bt Jiermis test for wherher China
1 an o responsable member of
thes imernadonal communiey, will-




