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PAPUA-MICRONESIA CORRIDOR ISRA 

Asia Region 

 

SUMMARY 

Papua-Micronesia Corridor is located within national waters of Indonesia, Federated States 
of Micronesia, and areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ). It includes productive coastal 
waters in north Papua and oceanic waters in the Bismarck Sea and the North Pacific. The 
area overlaps with one Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Area, two Key 
Biodiversity Areas, and three marine protected areas. Within the area there are: threatened 
species and areas important for movement (Whale Shark Rhincodon typus). 

 

 

CRITERIA 
Criterion A – Vulnerability; Sub-criterion C4 – Movement  
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Blue lines indicate the area meeting the ISRA Criteria; dashed lines indicate the suggested buffer for 
use in the development of appropriate place-based conservation measures 
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DESCRIPTION OF HABITAT 
 
Papua-Micronesia Corridor is located within the Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) of Indonesia and 
the Federated States of Micronesia and expands into areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ). It 
spans coastal waters in north Papua, including Cenderawasih Bay, and is characterised by large river 
discharges that contribute to high productivity (Prentice & Hope 2007). Oceanic waters are within 
the Pacific Warm Pool which are characterised by sea surface temperatures (SST) >28°C.  

The area is strongly influenced by monsoon seasons. During the northwest monsoon (November–
March) warmer SST and intense precipitation are common, while during the southeast monsoon 
(May–October), SST in the area is colder, rainfall decreases, and strong winds are common (Prentice 
& Hope 2007). 

The area overlaps with the Remetau group: South-West Caroline Islands and Northern New Guinea 
Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Area (EBSA; CBD 2024). It also overlaps with two Key 
Biodiversity Areas (KBA): Pacific, Western Central 2 – Marine and Pacific, Western Central 4 – 
Marine (KBA 2024a, 2024b). In addition, it overlaps with three marine protected areas, Teluk 
Cendrawasih Marine National Park, KKPN Padaido Marine Recreational Park, and KKPD Biak 
Nimfor. 

This Important Shark and Ray Area is pelagic and is delineated from inshore and surface waters (0 
m) to 1,928 m based on the global depth range of the Qualifying Species. 

 

ISRA CRITERIA 

CRITERION A – VULNERABILITY 

One Qualifying Species within the area is considered threatened with extinction according to the 
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. The Whale Shark is assessed as Endangered (Pierce & 
Norman 2016). 

 

SUB-CRITERION C4 – MOVEMENT AREAS  
Papua-Micronesia Corridor is an important movement area for one shark species. 

Between 2016–2023, 34 Whale Sharks measuring 300–700 cm total length (TL) were tagged at 
Cenderawasih Bay with satellite transmitters (Konservasi Indonesia unpubl. data 2023). Tagged 
individuals moved back and forth from coastal aggregation and feeding sites in Papua to areas in the 
Bismarck Sea and the North Pacific Ocean, with incursions into the EEZ of the Federated States of 
Micronesia and into international waters. A few individuals moved to areas within the EEZ of Palau 
and the Marshall Islands, but these movements were not regular or predictable (Meyers et al. 2020; 
Sianipar 2022; Meyers 2023; Konservasi Indonesia unpubl. data 2023).  

Tagged sharks did not depart in a specific season to offshore areas but moved to eastern parts of 
the bay and Papua from November to March and to western parts of the bay from May to October 
(Meyers 2023; Konservasi Indonesia unpubl. data 2023). While in coastal areas, individuals stayed 
mostly in shallow waters (<50 m), whereas in oceanic waters they moved at greater depths (>250 m), 
probably related to feeding in mesopelagic waters at night (Sianipar 2022; Meyers 2023). Whale 
Sharks spend most of the time within coastal areas at temperatures >28°C while in offshore areas 
they are distributed at lower temperatures (18–28°C; Meyers 2023; Konservasi Indonesia unpubl. 
data 2023). 
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QUALIFYING SPECIES  
 

 

Scientific Name Common Name IUCN Red List 
Category 

Global 
Depth 

Range (m) 

ISRA Criteria/Sub-criteria Met 

A B C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 D1 D2 

SHARKS 

Rhincodon typus Whale Shark EN 0–1,928 X     X    
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